
LESSON PLAN FOR SWEETHEARTS OF RHYTHM

Pictures, Poems, and Progress  
in Sweethearts of Rhythm

Digital Image Cards 
Appendix of Resources



Front Cover, from Sweethearts 
of Rhythm, The Story of the 
Greatest All-Girl Swing Band in 
the World, 2009 (Courtesy of 
Gloria Jean Pinkney)



Back Cover, from Sweethearts 
of Rhythm, The Story of the 
Greatest All-Girl Swing Band in 
the World, 2009 (Courtesy of 
Gloria Jean Pinkney)



Bugle Call Rag, Nova Lee McGee on Trumpet, from Sweethearts of Rhythm, The Story of the Greatest All-
Girl Swing Band in the World, 2009 (Courtesy of Gloria Jean Pinkney)



Sweethearts, from Sweethearts of Rhythm, The Story of the Greatest All-Girl Swing Band in the World, 2009 (Courtesy of Gloria Jean Pinkney)



White, Colored, from Sweethearts of Rhythm, The Story of the Greatest All-Girl Swing Band in the World, 2009 (Courtesy of Gloria Jean Pinkney)



She’s Crazy with the Heat, 
from Sweethearts of 
Rhythm, The Story of the 
Greatest All-Girl Swing 
Band in the World, 2009  
(Courtesy of Gloria Jean 
Pinkney)



Piney Woods, from Sweethearts of Rhythm, The Story of the Greatest All-Girl Swing Band in the World, 2009  
(Courtesy of Gloria Jean Pinkney)



The Piano Remembers, from Sweethearts of Rhythm, The Story of the Greatest All-Girl Swing Band in the World, 2009 (Courtesy of Gloria Jean Pinkney)



Take the ‘A’ Train, from 
Sweethearts of Rhythm, 
The Story of the Greatest 
All-Girl Swing Band in the 
World, 2009 (Courtesy of 
Gloria Jean Pinkney)



Bugle Call Rag, from Sweethearts of Rhythm, The Story of the Greatest All-Girl Swing Band in the World, 2009 (Courtesy of Gloria Jean Pinkney)



APPENDIX OF RESOURCES
Below are the links referenced throughout the lesson 

 “Pictures, Poems, and Progress in Sweethearts of Rhythm.” 

MATERIALS

Sweethearts of Rhythm Graphic 
Organizer

DAY ONE

ACTIVITY 1

International Sweethearts of Rhythm

DAY TWO

International Sweethearts of Rhythm 
Jazz Band 

DAY THREE

Primary Document 1: Water Fountains

DAY FOUR

Primary Document 2: Rosie the Riveter

EXTENSION RESOURCES

Racism

Race relations in the 1930s and 1940s

Jim Crow era 

Jim Crow Laws

Sexism

Women’s Suffrage

National Archives

World War II

Women in WWII

US Homefront during World War II

ASSESSMENT

Rubrics Grades 9-12.docx

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

Sweethearts of Rhythm Documentary

Women and Jazz: International 
Sweethearts of Rhythm

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IM_mFTBNM_WY7S8gzzb6pobDfytTeQMx/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4JHVA_1VTg
https://blackpast.org/african-american-history/international-sweethearts-rhythm-jazz-band-1937-1949/#:~:text=The%20International%20Sweethearts%20of%20Rhythm%20was%20an%20interracial%2C%20all%2Dfemale,black%20children%20in%20central%20Mississippi.
https://loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsc.00216/
https://www.history.com/articles/rosie-the-riveter
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/great-depression-and-world-war-ii-1929-1945/race-relations-in-1930s-and-1940s/
https://edu.lva.virginia.gov/oc/stc/entries/jim-crow-sign-set-1930s-and-1940s
https://www.history.com/articles/jim-crow-laws
https://www.history.com/articles/the-fight-for-womens-suffrage
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/woman-suffrage
https://www.history.com/articles/rosie-the-riveter
https://www.history.com/articles/us-home-front-during-world-war-ii
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AC9OWyKXJ_GLlc8K_SUXQUG4eJMW1CSY/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPd4SYouGSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Cjmg8Jepvw



